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DETAILED ACTION 



This communication is responsive to the RCE, filed 1 1/20/06. 

Claims 1-2, 1 1, 19, and 23-36 are pending in this application. In the communication, 
claims 1,11, and 19 are independent claims, claims 1,11, and 19 and are amended, and claims 3- 
10, 12-18 and 20-22 are cancelled. This action is made non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 11,19, 23-25, 28-29, 32-33, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Goldberg et al. ("Goldberg", U.S. Patent No. 5,963,203). 

As to claim 1, Goldberg shows an information processing apparatus, comprising: 
first generation means (e.g., first/second/third. . .images are cascading displayed on the 

display screen, col. 10 lines 4-10, and figs. 1A-C, and 4) for generating a first image for 

browsing corresponding to first data; 

second generation means (e.g., figs. 1 A-C, 4, 5A-8) for generating a second image for 

browsing corresponding to second data; 
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first designation means (designating a position on the screen as a . viewing position 
relative to the displayed image by clicking with the computer mouse, e.g., col. 10 lines 21-30) 
for designating display positions of the first image and the second image along a virtual line so 
that the first image overlaps at least a portion of the second image (images are 
overlapping/cascading as shown in figs. 1 A-C, 4, 5A-8); and 

first display control means (designating a position on the screen as a viewing position 
relative to the displayed image by clicking with the computer mouse, e.g., col. 10 lines 21-30) 
for displaying the first image and the second image at the display positions designated by the 
first designation means, 

wherein said first display control means controls the display of the first image and the 
second image such that the first image and the second image are aligned with a set of images in a 
curve which constitutes a circle, spirally with a set of images in a three-dimensional space or 
with a set of images in a planar manner (e.g., figs. 6A, 7, and 9). 

As to claim 2, Goldberg shows the information processing apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein said first display control means controls the display of the first image and the second 
image are linearly with a set of images (e.g., figs. 1 A-C, 4, 5A-8). 

As to claim 1 1, it is a method claim of the system claim 1; note the rejection of claim 1 

above. 

As to claim 19, it is a program product claim of claim 1 the system claim 1; note the 
rejection of claim 1 above. 

As to claim 23, Goldberg shows the information processing apparatus according to claim 
1 , further comprising: 
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operating means (the user can select a script from a plurality of scripts to display, e.g., 
col. 9 lines 54-65) for performing a first operation, a second operation (the user clicks on one of 

the objects on the image, e.g., col. 1 1 line 64-col. 12 line 7) or a third operation based on a user 
operation; 

selecting means for selecting (e.g., col. 9 lines 54-65, and col. 1 1 line 64-col. 12 line 7), 
in accordance with the first operation or the second operation performed through the operating 
means, one of the first image and the second image displayed by the first display control means 
(e.g., figs. 7B, 8-9); and 

reproduction means for reproducing data corresponding to the one of the first image and 
the second image selected by selecting means when the third operation has been performed (the 
user can extract an object from the images of the first and second operation while choosing other . 
frames from different parallel video sequences, e.g., col. 12 lines 7-15, lines 35-46; therefore, the 
user easily goes back and forward among operations while the scripts are still viewing/playing). 

As to claim 24, Goldberg shows the information processing apparatus according to claim 
23, further comprising: 

second display control means for controlling (the mouse, e.g., col. 9 lines 65-66), in 
accordance with said first operation or said second operation performed through said operating 
means (e.g., col, 10 lines 21-30), the display of an icon of an application program which uses 
said content to be reproduced by said reproduction means (icons for selecting the application 
program and scripts, e.g., fig. 2), and 

starting means for starting (icons for selecting the application program and scripts, e.g., 
figs. 2, and 1 A-C, 4, 5A-8), if said third operation is performed through said operating means 
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with the display of an icon of a predetermined application program maintained in an active state 
by said second display control means, said predetermined application program of which display 
of an icon is maintained in the active state (all icons can be in active states, e.g., fig. 2). 

As to claim 25, Goldberg shows the intonation processing apparatus according to claim 
24, wherein, when any display of the icon of said application program is not maintained in the 
active state by said second display control means and said third operation is performed through 
operating means, said starting means ends said application program (the user can close one of the 
opening scripts and then open another one from the list). 

As to claim 28, Goldberg shows the information processing apparatus according to claim 
23, wherein said first operation, said third operation, and said second operation are performed by 
switches arranged substantially in straight-line (e.g., fig. 2). 

As to claims 29 and 32, they are method claims of system claims 23 and 28; note the 
rejections of claims 23 and 28 above respectively. 

As to claims 33 and 36, they are computer program product claims of the system claims 
23 and 28; note the rejections of claims 23 and 28 above respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
4. Claims 26-27, 30-31, and 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goldberg et al. ("Goldberg", U.S. Patent No. 5,963,203) in view of Gilligan et 
al. ("Gilligan", European Patent Application 0609819 Al). 

As to claim 26, Goldberg teaches the information processing apparatus according to 
claim 23, wherein each of said first operation and said second operation can be performed by 
using the mouse (e.g., col. 1 1 lines 65-66); however, Goldberg does not teach that each of the 
first and second operation is performed by rotating or turning a dial. Gilligan clearly teaches a 
device comprising a displaceable knob mounted on one side of the mouse housing is provided 
for concurrent scrolling by using the thumb of the same hand which holds the mouse to allow 
different scrolling scale settings, including scrolling in a normal direction to the screen plane 
(i.e., between successive data layers) (see the Abstract and figs. 1 A-C and 3A-B). It would have 
been obvious at the time of the invention, a person with ordinary skill in the art would want to 
have the scrolling control knob of Gilligan in the images browsing features of Goldberg to 
provide more convenience to the user when using the mouse with the same hand/thumb in 
operating/moving/scrolling among tasks (Gilligan, Abstract). 
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As to claim 27, Goldberg in view of Gilligan teaches the information processing 
apparatus according to claim 23, wherein said third operation is performed by depressing a dial 
(Gilligan teaches that mouse with knob mounted on the side of the mouse having the all similar 
features as the regular mouse; therefore, the user make selection by depressing the knob, or it is 
well known in the art that the thumbwheel/knob on the regular mouse can be used in selecting 
operations by depressing on it). 

As to claims 30 and 31, they are method claims of system claims 26 and 27; note the 
rejections of claims 26 and 27 above respectively. 

As to claims 34 and 35, they are computer program product claims of the system claims 
26 and 27; note the rejections of claims 26 and 27 above respectively. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed in the RCE, filed 1 1/20/06, have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicants argued and Examiner disagrees for the following reasons: 

Goldberg does not show wherein said first display control means controls the 
display of the first image and the second image such that the first image and the second 
image are aligned with a set of images in a curve which constitutes a circle, spirally with 
a set of images in a three-dimensional space or with a set of images in a planar manner. 
Figs. 6A-B and 9 of Goldberg clearly show the images are displayed set of images 
in a three-dimensional space OR with a set of images in a planar manner. 
Moreover, fig. 9 also shows the images in the curve that constitutes a circle. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T. Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

True T. Chuong 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




